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diu imp-line triumphavit, et totum mundum habuit disci-
pulum. Fs^iciori tandem ingenio succedit Cartesius, qui
contra omnes omnium oppugnantium vires veritatem perti-
naciter asservit, et novum hoe introduxit philosophandi
genus; si vero Philosophise isti novitatis nomen tribuendum
sit, quse, quanquam jam primum innotuerit, vel Peripatetieam
antiquitate superat, et ipsi materise a qu& derivatur, existit
eosetanea. Illustris ille vir, quem unum GallicB invidemus,
proinde omnia explicuit, ac si ipse totius mundi olim fuisset
architectus. Drffregit ille vitreos istos coelorum orbes, quos
veterum insomnia compegere, ex matgrise catibulis ignotam
eruit formarum turbam et elementum ignis penitus extinxit,
uno totam tarn dilucide depinxit rerum universitatem ut
nulla jam qualitas relicta sit occult a. Inter mundi Aristo-
telioi angustias et moenia crystallina diutius coarctari dedig-
natur Philosophus, juyat undique superiores coelorum tractus
explorare, novosque soles, et mundos inter sydera latentes
detegere; juTat immensas hasce setheris plagas orbibus erra-
ticis passim intersnersas, terrasque per viam lacteam unde-
quaque disjacentes intueri, et machinse totius molem rectius
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arose Cartesius, a happier genius, who has bravely asserted
the truth against the united force of all opposers, and has
brought on the stage a new method of philosophizing. Eut
shall we stigmatize with the name of novelty that philosophy,
which, though but lately revived, is more ancient than the
Peripatetic, and as old as the matter from whence it is de-
rived ? A great man indeed he was, and the only one we
envy France.1 He solved the difficulties of the universe,
almost as well as if he had been its architect. He destroyed
those orbs of glass which the whims of antiquity had fixed
above, brought to light that troop of forms till then unknown,
and has almost extinguished the element of fire; nay, he
with so much clearness traced out the whole mass of matter,
as to leave no occult quality untouched. This philosopher
scorned to be any longer bounded within the straits and
crystalline walls of an Aristotelic world; no, his delight is to
search the regions above, to discover new suns, and new
worlds, which lay hid among the stars; his satisfaction is to
tfuit large kingdom of air amidst the unfixed stars, an<J
1 Descartes.